petting in a buggy", to-day, among the younger men and girls, light
flirtation, as it is known, is extremely frequent. It is superficial and
begins young; so that American girls have a worldly wisdom often
surprising to Europeans, and are not easily carried away by flattery
or by the love affairs into which they may enter.

American debutantes understand, and take for granted, the fact
that most men are "wolves". The men seem to be proud of their
reputation for promiscuity,
and the "sowing of wild
oats" in America is not a
phase of youth, but a per-
petual masculine behaviour.
As intrinsic a part of the
evening's entertainment, as
the gardenias, theatre and
night-club, is the panto-
mime in the cab and on the
doorstep. To take a girl
home in a taxi without kiss-
ing her may even be con-
sidered an insult on the
part of the "escort". Even
if she may not desire it, for
the girl to accept an invi-
tation to dine and go on
out afterwards with a man usually means that she will tolerate the
making of "passes" on the way home. Ultimately, it is often true
that American men have little respect for their women with regard
to the more subtle beauties of mind and spirit: women are regarded
often for their physical charms alone, and the men tend to place
them in the categories of "objects" rather than persons, preferring
to get life's less fleshy values out of their friendships with other men.
Yet, at the same time, America is a strongly matriarchal society, and
it is the women who dominate the home with possessive vigour.
American men are most deeply attached to their mothers, and
perhaps it is this "mass Oedipus Complex" which gives rise to the
ambivalence of feeling towards women. Yet it is true that the
"wolves", when they find the right girl, will transfer all their
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